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Beloved in our. Lord, | 101% 1657! | 

T1 "Us commonly and juſtly eſteemed an Inſtance of the” 
Wiſiom ani Gooaneſs of God, that the Diſpenſa- 
tin of the Gefpel is committed to-thoſe who are of 

the [ame Make and Frame with the People to whow they 

Preach.” © But" that which is a Fg pines in one veſſiett, is 4. 

diſadvantage in another, viz, That tho" they are never ſo 

Eminent and Uſeful, thi mmnft Dye as well as their Hear: 

ers : As it was inthe' Moilat of old, tho” Chriſt hinelf ye-- 

f »:4in with his Diſciples; (and will do fo even'to: the end of © 

z the World) yet Moſes azd Elias, 69) Excellent: Prophets, 

+ | azdglorious Creatures, m1# witharaw, and ſometimes va- 

* | niſhin a Moment. 

Of thrs you have @ ſad inſtance in the ſurprizing Death of - 
your beloved Paltor, which was the Octafior of the follomang 
Sermon, the Defion whereof isto quiet your Minds under, 
and 'quicktn you to improve [o awakening: 4 Providente by | 
a diligent Preparation for your own Deceafe. - | 

T1 am the rather encouraged to expets, that this; which ts - 
the main Scope of "ir; \ will be! complyed® with all,” beemiſe - 
many of you did; immediately -gnd readily in leveral. In- 


ſtances follow the (advice — gave you, ( and which you : 
here Find) ..in the Cloſe thereof. | | 
aPPx Fr4o off: 99:04 here b5: 


him who is removed from you. 1 have often heard him 
loing with great, pleaſure, of the | many: Teſtimonies . yo.s 
ave given, of 4 more than ordinary . affeQion r9 him. 
Inlzed'it would have been trange, if i had been otherwiſe, 
becauſe he. could wſe the ApoFle's endearing Argument with 
* « great many of you, Though you have tea thouſand 
InſtruQtors.in Chriſt, yet you have not many Fathers ; for 
in Chrift Jeſus I have begotten you through the Goſpcl. 
But the great Proof and Tryal of you will be, when 
another who hath wot that additional Advantage, ſball 
enter into his Labowrs, and build won that Foundation wh:ch 
this Wile Maſter-Builder hath: laid, and {o ſucceſ5/ully 
carried 08 among Jou. 
_. Give me leave to put you in remembrance, tho" you can- 
Heb.13. 7, not but know it already, that you are not to govern, but 
13- to be Ruled, as well xs Ta by him ; not to Trample 
| on him, but to Submit your ſelves 80 him ; not lightly 
| . #0 eſteem him, but ſbew bim double Honour i» Love for 
his. Works /ate,; and: out of r« "api to. him whom he (hall 


x: Cor. 
IS. 


Repreſent. For a Faithful, Ordained Miniſter, 7s not 
the People's Creature, but ay Embaſſadour of Chrilt ; 
_ * his Gift from Heaven to the Church, and a Great Blel- 


Eph. 4. 11. og to. thoſe over whom he doth Preſide. : 
That the: God. of Wildoam .and Order would direct you 
fo, pitch «pon ſuch a. One, and Treat him as ſuch, with 
one Common Conſent ; azd by proſpering his Labours a- 
mong you, build you up in Faith, Holin:{s and Comfort to 
Ettrad Life, is and ſhed. be the Earneſt Projer of 


| Tour Servant for Jeſus ſake, 
- "Nathanael Taylor. 


T. 


' Funeral Sermon, &c. 
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Luxe XII 40. 
Be ye therefore ready, alſo-: For the Son of Man 


; cometh at an Hour when ye think not. 


| ur Blefſed Sx2vionr having Preached an Excellent 
Sermon, full of very Serious Advice, io many Par- 
ticulars, of which you have an Accoont in the Fore- 
X going Verſes of this Chapter ; for the better Faſtening. 
- of the whote upon his Hearers, he falls in the Cloſe of it, up- 
22 SubjeR of a very Aﬀecting and Moving Nature, namely, 
the approaching Day of 7«dgmenr, and the Neceflicy of liv- - 
ing in the Continual Expetation of, and making daily Pre- 
vikon for ic. This he enters upon in the 25h. Verſe of the - 
Chapter, 8nd proſecutes to this 4orb. Verſe, which 1 have 
now read unto you, wherein you have theſe four Things ob- 
ſei vable : 
1. The Duty that he prefſes upon his Hearers, Be ye ready. . 
2. A Strong Motive to back and enforce it : For the Son: 
Man cometh at an Hour when ye think not. 
The Son of Man cometh : 'Tis that more Eminent and Fa- 
mous Coming of Chriſt, to judge the Workd at the laſt Day, . 


which is here plainly meant. But ander this, is com b 
ed alſo the Day of a Man's Death; For ſo you ſhall fio&the - 
Ph B Scripture 


V. 41. 


V. 42. Oc. 


xciprure uſes this Expreſſion, Philip. 1. 10. 
Keep rhns. Commandment till the 

Theſe. Philppians and Timothy have been dead many Ages ſince, 
and yet the Day of Chriſt is not come, he hath not yet ap- 
peared : How therefore is this to be underſtood ? "Tis meant 
of the Day of their Death; and ſo the Scripture words it, 
becauſe the Day of every particular Man's Death, and- the 
Day of the Univerſal Jadgment, is to him in Effeft one and 
the ſame ; his Scare is as truly, and as fully determined there- 
upon, as it will be when Chriſt ſhall come to judge the World ; 
no Alteration can poſlibly be made in it after we are once 
dead : As to that, ſuch as we are when we leave this World, 
ſuch ſhall we be when we come to ſtand before the Bar of Chriſt 
at the laſt Day, to receive our Unchangeable Sentence. 

And as this Coming of Chriſt is Certain, ſo many times 'tis a 
very ſudden thing too ; The Son of Man cometh, that is, Death 
and Judgment come in ar hour when you think not. 

3. The Perſons here ſpoken to : Who they are, you may 
learn from Peter's Queſtion, in the Verſe immediately follow- 
ing my Text; wherein, ſays he, Lord, ſpeakeſt thou this Pa- 
rable to ms, or even toall? And from our Lord's Anſwer, where- 
in he continues this Diſcourſe of his, and particularly applies 
it to the Wiſe and Faithful Rnlers and Stewards in bis Houſe. 
So that the beſt of his Miniſters are as much concerned in 
it, as any of the Family; they are as liable to a Sudden Sum- 
mons by Death and Judgment, as any of their Hearers ; and 
"tis as much their Intereſt, yea more, becauſe of the heavier 
Account they have to make, to be Always ready for it. . 

.4+ The . Connexion of theſe Words with .the Fore-going 
Verſe, Be ye therefore ready alſo. Which ſuggeſts another 


Motive to our Thoughts. In the preceding Verſe our Savi- 


our had repreſented the Suddenneſs of his coming, by the ſi- 
militnde of a Thief, who ſets upon a Houſe unexpettedly in the 
Night, which if the Owner thereof bad known of, he would 
certainly have watched, and not have ſuffered it to have been 
broken open. And then comes in my Text, Be ye therefore 
ready alſo : q. d. If Men are ſo prudent and careful, that they 
be. not ſarprized in. Matters af a lower Nature, where the ut- 
moſt that. they can loſe is their Worldly Sdbſtance, and 

their 


FAT & MLEEALS | @ To 


heft Concern, whereupon'their Souls, their 


| - their Ker pens Lives z how: mach more ffiould t ey. be ſoin 
the hig 


a matter 0 


Everlaſting Welfare, their 4! does depend ? And therefore be 


ye ready in this caſe alſo ; for the Son of Men cometh in an hour 
when ye think nor. 
' From the Wards thus divided and opened, 1 ſhall raiſe this 


Do&rine, as the SubjeCt of my preſeat Diſcourle. 


Doft. Seeing Death and Judgment may ſuddenly and unexpet- 
edly ſeize upon any, even the beſt of Men and Miniſters, there= 
fore every Man ſnould be always ready for them. 


In the — this Point, I ſhall do theſe four Things. 
1 - I ſhall ſay ſomewhat to Yindicate and Fuſtifie the Provi- 


' dence of God, in the ſudden and unexpeted Death of Good Men 


and Minifters. ; 

2. Shew you wherein this Readineſs for Death and Tudement 
doth conſiſt. 

3. Set before you the force of the Argument, from the Suddenneſs 
of them, to be always ready, | 

4+ Apply the whole. 


I. I ſhall ſay ſomewhat to Vindicate and juſtifie the Providence 
of God, in the ſudden and unexpefted Death of good Men and Mini- 

ers, And this is requiſite, becauſe ſuch thoughts as theſe, upon 
ſuch Occaſions, are apt to ariſe in our Minds. *©* For a ile 
« Perſon indeed to be Driven away in his Wickedneſs, like 
© Chaff and Smoak before the Wind, in thoſe Storms which 
<« his own Sins have raiſed, may be eaſily accounted for ; but 
* that very Holy Men, in the height of their Uſefulneſs, and 
<« in the midſt of their Work, ſhould be ſnatcht away almoſt 
&« in the ſame manner, ſeems at firſt View to be very ſtrange 
« and ſevere. Their Enemics will be apt to cenſure and re- 
& proach them, and look upon this as a Black Mark from Hea- 
© yen upon them ; and their Friends cannot but bitterly bewail 
«it, For had Death made its Regular and Leiſurely advances, 
<« they might have bad many an Opportunity of ſpeaking in 
« Commendation of the Ways of God and Religion, from their 


© own Experience, and of giving ſuitable Advice and Counſel 


Eto us ; and the laſt Words of our dying Husband or Father, 
of 


a 


» ” "x 


* of oor ding Frignd or Paſtor, would to be ſure bave made. 
very deep and laſting Irppreſſions upon vs, and have been of 
« mighty Uſe and Service to us all our Days. Why therefore, 
«0 why, did God deal ſo unkindly with him and vs, as to harry 
&© him away from us in ſo haſty a manner, as hardly to .ſuffcr 
<« him to ſpeak one Word, when he toak his Everlaſting Fare- 
& well of us? ng | 
By way of Reply to all this, T1 have theſe five or fix Things 
to offer. 
1. Conſider the Abſolute Soveraignty and Dominion of God. 
This Divine Attribute is diſplayed when he cloſeth his 7ighe- 
Rev.3-1.} Hand to hide thele Stars, wherein they were formerly held; or 
when he ſeals them up in a_Suddea and fo thick-a Darkneſs, that 
Job 9-7+ we can neither ſee them, nor receive any further Influences 
from them. And if we had nothiog elſe to urge in the Caſe, even 
this alone were enough to Itop all our Mouths. Shall we nor 
allow God -that which we challenge to our ſelves, to Do with 
Pf, 46. 16, his own what be pleaſeth ?+ Be ſtill, and know that I am God. And 
the Exerciſe of this Attribute about Good Men, even when it 
ſeems to bear a little hard npon them, ſhould lealt of all be re- 
gretted by us ; becauſe it has been employed about therh in 
valtly greater loſtances, ſo much for their Advantage. For it 
was Divine Severaignty that ſeleted them out of the Com- 
mon Maſs of Mankind, when. others were paſſed by, and Crown- 
ed them with all thoſe Gifts and Graces wherein they did ex- 
cet. Now .if the ſame Hand that framed them into Vcſſels of 
Honour, break them in pieces mith ane ſingle ſtroak, it becomes 
vs to bow our Heads, and humbly adote him, crying out, How 
Rom. 11, #nſearchable are bis Judy ments, and bis Ways paſt our finding out, 
who yet Worketh all things according to. the Counſel of his own 
Wil! 
2. God orders it thus, Thar Men may not- judge of his Love or 
' Hatred by meer external Providences, This is a deceitful Beam, 
' at which we are very prone to weigh Men and Things ; but 


ip : 


33+ 
Eph.1. 21. 


hereby God gives us a plain and ſenfible Proof of the Truth of Y 


Eccleſ.9.2- that Scripture, that AZ things come alike to all, and there # one 
Event to the riebteous and to the wicked.. The belt Rule whereby 
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-;1+; This-is 20, awakening. Conſideration tous, to uſe great 
Diligence in.doing. g00d tq, and. receiping - yood from our Friends and 
Relations, while their Lives and ours do lajt, With what Care and 
Diligevce; ſhould Parents avd Miniſters inſtruct their Children, 
and their-Flack,: Watch aver them, Warn,. Reprove, . Exhorr, 
Beſecch, Counſet-and Comfort them, Travel -in Birth with 
them, 'cill Chriſt be formed in- their Hearts: 3. endeavour: to 
bring them iato, keep and quicken them in the ways of God, 
and prepare them for Heaven, as not knowing how ſoon 
Death, that. greae Silencer of Minifters, whom none can reviſt, 
may ſo eftf-Aually Rop their Mouths as not to- ſuffer them..to 
Preach \their. Farewell Sermon, or utter one ſingle Sentence. for 
the gocd of thoſe whom they leave behind them. $7519 

ith what readineſs and thankfulneſs ſhould Children and 

People liſten to. their laſtruftions, receive their, Reproofs, bear- 
ken.to their Warnings, ſkey-them, that Honour that-is:due to 


them for their Works ſake ; not only rejoycing, but walking 1 


the light, while they enjoy it, as nat knowing ſaon either 
or the other,. or both, may be ia the Grave,-.where the 


or. It is but a Mclancholly thigg, to have.that Scripture 
arſe a gapon o$g The day is camino, =—_ 
af the Days of the San of Man, and ſhall not 


i m— tt, £\ 4 Fr -5S L 4370 
+ -2. It is a Tond' Call'ro Repentance,for our Non-improvement of thoſe 
Advantages we enjoyed: whilſt ſuch Relations were continued 10. us. 


Sach is our Folly, that we ſeldom duly valve, or rightly uſe any - 
Mercy white ye:;poſſ:ſs it, which gives bat. too much cavſe-for - 
decp- Remorſe of Spirit when we are deprived:of it.' * Tis true . 


indeed, no Man can weep his Father, bis Friend, | his Paſtor-ous 


of the Grave. Our Londeſt Cries will not awaken them that are- 
fallen aſleep in Jeſus; nor can our Sighs infuſe a new Breath into - 


them, whoſe Spirits aredeparted. But what cannot profit them 


may; beof great-Advantage-to our fſelvess And fo-it will be if - 


our Grief run inthe right Channel ; if: qur unſuitable} Carviege 
towards them be deeply laid to heart, as it-ought to be, when our- 
Sioshave decent he Octaſian of cutting down the Spreading 
becauſe we ſat idly under its Shadow, and did: not ſtrexch ous 


—— ———  —— — — —— a 


_ _ 
oald again from : rhe : Dead: to warn - bim. . For, - 


| — 


| Voice of the Preacher. is got beard, no more than that of. rbe-Op- Job. 3.18. 
Luk, 17, 


fy ſoall- deſire-10 ſee one ,_ 
ee - | | 


; 29, 30,31. 


% 


our hands, to gattier”the good Fruit wherewigh R wavloadgo:! 
3. 'Tis a proper Means” to” Cure” 0ur" inordinate © Afuflion: to, 


and Dependance upon ſvroiving Friends, cant «ll Wordly Comforts. 

Iſa. 2: 22. Oſo ye frow Man, "ih Breath Fs imnbis-Noftrils, W = * w_— 
paſſes out,or where it ma ye phvepoi et = bo ttte matter, 

and therefore, Wherein it he' #6 be atvowited of ?7+Herdby' we | 

theſe Pipes may” foon be''tut off, theſe Springs"be' preſen 

- Uryed up 3/ and therefore; becauſe at-the utmolt rhe7 ime i: ſhort, 

and may be mach ſhorter than we'are aware, it remaineth that 
both they that have Wives, be as rac they _ none ; and they that 
weep.. as tho''they wept Rot 3" and they. thit rejoice, 'as the? they rejor- 
ye 6 Np and ery buy, © as' tho" they poſſeſled not's, and boy > 
iſe this World, as not abwſing-##, for the fafbiow of *bss World paſſuth 
away. Re Ser LS Ao. 201 


4- *Tis a plain AdmMiition, that owr Time and Lift '4r61; 
God hands. ' Sometimes irideed they are ſaid to be in ow obwg1l 
Judg. 12.3/put my Life tn ny band," ſaid Fephtab ;, My-Soubt: continually in-mny 
Pl. 119. "and; Faith David. But then hereby is meant the uhm L s 
705 _ , to which our Lives ere perpetually expoſed 7 as a brittle Glaſs, 
which ma P—_— broken by ſlipping from bim that care- 
lefsly holds it; *or ® valuable thing, that may be eaſily ſnatchy 
-: away from\him'thar fhews it in his open hand. Bub/as to Dor 
P\.31. 15. minion and Power, {0 our times. are in'\God's hand alpve;-he-pre 
Eccleſ. 8. Jongs or ſhortens them as he ſees fit, and mo man hath Power,over 
16. b;s' or-Spirie,” (mneti/leſs over that of his Brother) 20 irttads it 
.one moment:when he calls for it. The moſt bigh doth whar the 
44 =_ 7' will its the Army of Heaven, ' and among the Inbabitauts"of tbe Eanth, 
36. ©” add-ons tam faysbit Handy as the proudeſt of» Kings acknow- 
ticdped} when bis Reaſfix returned toibim pignd ſo frath Weg ex 
xxptoact beifeparced From as,7 7+ 7 to aw 1195 30M on boob 
916 1662 213 nod we 200 Vin ein ficbrot gn D - ovcte or tg 
© 354018! a ſenfible: Evidence of 'the Frailty: and Uncettemy :of 
ox Live: :; Thar:the beſbof Men, in; their: beſt Eſtate; ace; bit 
Pſ. 103.16, as thei Filowercof irbe Eire, -which; as gawdy as! it ladbs;! if abr 
Hand ao nouer ng immediately iris gontes! 11 15579. 119, 
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4 Loſs Mr. Nathanael- Vincent, |. wn 
mey-þe1o0un taſt'2:and then there!lzns Rreparaztion ito beVmade” 
fot | rſs, . 51 Weſtzandiu poybotowgreand, which avay preſent 
_ fall 'ih, and therefore Whatcyer' Thy 'band fmdeth to as, do irEcclel. g. 

2 | wicb-thy, moght y for there 15:10 warky; nor dence, «ur knowledge, Hor 0. 
ly wi/gem fy eniGrevey raves thou goeſt.' ). 2 Fd ON 
0qa2 #/ $31 93.7 If14 one (13. & { 3Q 3 444 2 94 UPON 
er, | 1.1; Tiga wightyiC heok'toiOaralt'Siturity, and pleaſing ous ſebves: 
o with the hopes of-a Jong 'Continned 'Hhappinaſs in this World: This is! 
7 {but toanaturalto'us all, when weare in flouriſhing Circumſtan-" 
hat ces; They thatlye at Ea/e. are very SubjeQt toſuch» idle: Dreamy: 
h That'rich Man in-the Goſpel, was noi the only Perſon that ever. 3 
_ Caid:to bimfelf, Soul, : hou haſt Gooas lard up for years, Eat, Drink, Tk. 12, 
=o and be merry. And-how like a Fool did he look, View God ſaid unto 19, 20. 

i [ms This 1Ninbe ſhall thy Soul be required of thee? David himſelf . 
n | wasſoever-icen, that He ſaid tn his'proſperity he ſhould never bt p\, ;o. 6, 
waueds But Providence fovn confated bim,and his Mountain which >. 

Sf he thought ſtood /o ftrong, was preſentlyymoved andiſhaken to that 
Degree, that he himſe}t was ſuddenly: eaſ# from it within a'Hairs' 
Breadth af.ghe Gravezwhereoupon be immediately adds,H/hat pros v. 9+ 

fit is there in my Blood, when 1 go down to the Pit, ſhall vhe Duſt praiſe 
thee? When others drop in th:s manner before our Eyes,*tis a lively 
Comment on that Scripture, Goto now ye that ſay, ro day or 10 James 4. 
morrow, we will ' go into ſuch a City, and continue there a year, 13,1415, 
cas 1. buy, and ſell, andget gain; whereas ye know n0t/what ſhall be 07 15: 

the morrow : ( Thou may?it travel to thy long Home before thqu 
| reach: that (City-)'7\Far twhet! is your Life? It is ever a" Vapor 
that appeareth for a little time, and" thin vaniſherh- away. And 

» therefore, Te ought to ſay, If the Lord will, we ſhall live and 
"26 Ido this or that : But now ye rejoyce in your Boaſtmos, pleaſe your 
ſelves with ſack vain Thoughts and Projefts ; All ſuch rejoycing 
ps evil : *'Tis a ſottiſh Thing ſo to do, for youare not Lords 
of your own Lives, and therefore not of your own Aﬀions; '. 
and; iþ your: Breath? fail, in that -moment' afl' *thefe * preat 

-bonghs of yours, ſhall periſh like a proud and-fwelling Bubble .- 
that is broken by a ſingle puff of Wiad, E | 


; GoRibal, finong; Mating to" Fhankfaine/5+0.Gody! har oe i 
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v2 A Funeral Sermon :on the Sudden Death 
our. Wrath immediately! Kindle, like .a0 beated Yapour, by its 
own Motion, in s ſultry; Evening 3: :and we- are. -apt':to be 
quick and {ſevere io. avenging our ſelves on our Adverſa- 
Ties, if it be in the Power of our. hands. + How eafily could 
God have cut us off when we were Enemies to bim ; ſtruck 
us down dead at his Foot in an loſtanr, when the Weapons 
of. Iniquity..were. in our. Hands, without affording vs any tei- 
ſure 19 bethiok, our, ſelves what we had done, or whither we 
were: going ? Aſtoniſhiog - Patience, that he bath not long 
fince torn away. our. guilty Souls from our Wretched Bodies, 
ſending one to the Grave, and plunging the other into Hell : 
That his Wrath hath not ſmocked againit us,. yea, broke forth 
into a devouripg Flee. His. Forbearance is ſo much the more 
lf 2dmirable, becauſe perverſe Man takes an Occaſion from hence 
Ecclel- 8. (6 Embolden himſelf in Sin. Becauſe ſentence againſt an Evil 
F Work « not executed ſpeedily, therefore the Heart of the ſons of men 
3s fully. ſet in them to do eyil. His Power over bimſelf is great 
as well 2s over. vs, otherwiſe his Anger had been let out like 
a Flood  upoa us,. and; we bad been violently. and baſtily car- 
ried away. before it. 


| _—— 


9-. And Laftly, *Tis an evident Demonſtration of the Ne- 
ceſlity of our being continually in 4 prepared Poſture for Death and 
Tudgment,, And this Naturally leads me to the | | 


11. General propounded ; which is, to ſhew wherein this rea- 
dinefs for Death and Fudgment does lye. 
This is twofold. 
. Firſt, Habitual. 
Secondly, Actual. 


" The one, as to the Stare; the other, as to the Frame of our 


Souls : The one, in Order to-a. Safe. Departure, the other in | 


Order to a Comfortable one. | 


1. There is an Habitual Readineſs for Death and Judgment ; 
which 1yes. in theſe two. things, Juſtification by: Faith in rhe" 
.. Bload pf Chriſt, and SavRihigation by the Spiriz of Chriſt. / 


1. Juſtification 
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I. Juſtification by Faith in the blood of Chriſt, He is a miſerable 
Creature who has the guilt of any oze Sin cleaving to his Soul, 
becauſe that j:g/c guilt binds him over to Eternal Wrath. Who 
then can conceive the miſery of that mian, who has upon him 


# che guilt of a choſe innumerable Sins which he has commitred 


throughout the wiole courle of his life 5 every ove of which, and 


much moce all of them togerher , expoſe him to the Fury and 
* Everlaſting Vengeance of God? Such a one is far from being 
} fir for Death and Judgment, who muſt fall under that con- 


demning-Sentence , Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels. What terrour and con- 
futon will the very preſence of Chriſt ſtrike into the Souls of 
theſe men ! Joſeph had concealed himſelf from his Brethren a 


* long while ; but when at laſt he made himſelf known to 
? them, and ſaid, I am Fojeph ; the thought of thoſe Injuries which 


they had done him, ſtruck them dumb, and chey were troubled at 
bis preſence , and could not anſwer him. When our Saviour ſhall 
appear, and fay to an Unbeliever, I am Fe/us, That Jeſus, whoſe 
Blood thou haſt deſpiſed, whoſe Goſpel thou haſt flighted, whoſe 
Spirit thou haſt refilſted, whoſe merciful Deſign thou haſt oppo- 
ſed all thy life long, and wouldeſt not be reconciled to God 
through me, I am that very Jeſus : Theſe words will ſtrike and 


the rocks and mountains, ſaying, Fall on me, and hide me from the 
face of him that ſitteth on the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb 
for the great day of his wrata 1s come, and who ſhall be able to 
ſtand £ 

\ 2. Santtification by the Spirit of Chrif, The moſt glittering 
Profellion, where there is not a work of Regeneration, will not 


hands, but no Oll in their Veſlels, will find the door ſhut againſt 
them when che Bridegroom comes, as not being ready to enter m 


x wich him. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your ſms may 


be blotted out, when the times of refreſhing ſhall come from the preſence 
o” the Lord, It we are not true Penitents and Converts, our Sins 
aie not blotred out, but ſhall remain in God's Book againſt us un- 
der our reſpective Names; and then it will not be a time of re- 
freſping , but of ſcorching Heat, which we ſhall never be able to 
endure. | 


avail in that day. The Fooliſh Virgins that had Lamps in their {/ 
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pierce him to the very heart, and cauſe him to wail, and call to Rev. 1. 9. 
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* the change of their Condition, as the Quickſilver in a Weather- 


In a word, There is not: a more miſerable Wretch out of 
Hell, than an unpardoned, and an unſanctified Man ; who is go- 
ing to it, and conſiders not whither he is haſting, All this man's | 
Happineſs lies at. :he wercy of a Diſeaſe, of an. Accident , of ove m0-| 
ment ;, for if, this night God ſhould-take away his Soul, where is 
he ? Nay it. all. lies at the mercy of one wiſe. and ſober thought : Fox 
did he. but. underſtand -and- conſider the true ftate of his Soul with: 
reference to Eternity, his Mirth. would be changed into-Trem- 
bling, and all his Songs .into. Howlings and Lamentations, into: 
Agonies and Horrors of Conſcience : For *tis.not more certain 
that he is at preſent out of Hell, than it is, that if he live and: 
die in his preſent State, he. ſhall in a few moments be init. 


II. There is an a#ual readineſs for. Death: and Judgment, and: 
that. lies in. theſe following things. 


| TI. In a careful abſtinence from every wilful Sin, and a fpeedy and 
deep repentance for any ſuch, if we have been guilty of it. Wherefore, 
beloved, ſeeing ye look for ſuch things, be yE s- » that you may be 
found of bim in peace, witbout ſpot,. and 'blameleſs.. 

Our principal care muſt be to refrain from ſuch Sins. For tho: 
Repentance be. a good thing, yet Innocence is better. Some men 
walk in a round, and a circle of ſinning and repenting, repent- 
ing and ſinning again :. Their hearts ſeeming to be much divided 
between God and their Luſts, According-as Conviction on the 
one hand, or Corruption awaken'd by Temptation on the other 
hand doth work in them; they ſometimes forbear their Sins, and 
at other times yieldto them: As the tops of Corn. that waver and 
incline this way or that, according as the force of the Wind doth 
bend and carry them. Now the Hearts of theſe men riſe or fall with 


laſs doth according as the ſurrounding Air is either bright and 

ear, or thick and foggy. A-threatning Sickneſs doth as much. 
alarm them, as the.furious march of a. powerful invading Army 
doth the weak and defencelefs Inhabitants of any Country. In- 
deed, as the aking of one ſmall part of our Bodies caufeth more 
ſenſible grief and.pain, than the ſound and: healthy ſtate of all 
the reſt doth of eaſe and pleaſure:; fo a. few: wilful- Sins do cauſe 
more. of. terror in the Conſcience, than a great many good 
Actions! 
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ARions-are able to convey of ſupport and comfort to it. And I 
dare appeal to the Experience of all ſober men, when they are 
any thing ſerious, whether theſe are not the things that do ſhake 
their confidence, and make them jealous of themſelves. So many 
wilful Sins as a man hath, of late eſpecially, been guilty of, even 
after he hath repented of them, ſo many Arguments hath he to 
make him doubt of his own Sincerity ; ſo many weights there 
are-in the-other Scale, that make the Balance at -leaſt to hang 
even, fo thar he hardly knows what to think of himſelf; and in 
a dying-hour his miſgiving-Heart will be apt co ſay the worſt, 
and reproach him that he hath not been right with God, nor 
ſound in his Statutes. And as al/ wilful ſins muſt be diligently 
watcht againſt, ſo 

In particular, Cruelty and Oppreſſion muſt be avoided. He ſhall Jam. 2.13. 
have judgment without mercy, that ſheweth no mercy. 

A rigid exafting thoſe Debts which our poor Brother is not able \ 
to pay. The Lord was wrath with that wicked ſervant that would Matth.18. 
not forgive his fellow-ſervant a few pence, and commanded him to be 33, 34 
delivered to the tormenters. | 

Drunkemneſs, and Smiting of our Brethren. If that ſervant ſhall x ke 12. 
ſay in bis heart, My Lord delayeth his coming, and ſhall begin to beat the 41. 
men-ſervants, and maidens, and to eat and drink with the drunken ; 
the Lord of that ſervant will come in a-day when he looketh not for him, 

.and in an hour when he 1s not aware, 

And it holds, not only as to theſe particular Sins , but as to 
all other wilful ones ; as appears from what our Saviour adds, 

And that Servant that knew his Maſter's Will , and prepared not Vetl. 47. 
himſelf, neither did according to his Will (and much more if he 
knowingly went againſt it ) ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. 

2. tn great diligence and readineſs for the doing of every good work 
im its proper ſeaſon 3 every Duty reſpe&ing either God, or our 
Selves, or our Neighbour : For a Chriſtian is like a Clock or 
Watch that hath ſeveral diſtin# Motions ; and as to every one of 
theſe, will the Judge examine us, when he ſhall appear. This 
is what our Saviour means, when he tells us, our /oyns ſhould rouke 12. 
be gi about, in a poſture ready for any Service that our-Maſter 35. 
calls us to. And bleſſed is that Servant whom his Lord when he 
cometh ſhall fnd ſo doing. Seeing then that all theſe things ſhall be , p@ 
diſſolved , what manner of Perſons ought ye to be in all Holy Conver« 11, hot 

ſation and Godlineſs ! D 2 3. bn 
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A Funeral Sermon on the Sudden Death 
J. In the lively exerciſe of every grace, as we have ocerfoom for it, 
whether active or paſſive. Some Graces are to be exerciſed every 
day, be our circumſtances what they will, ſuch as Faith in Chriſt, # ze 
Love to God, and the like. Others are to be exerciſed under | c: 
ſome peculiar circumftances, as the Providence of God gives us 4 w| 
occaſion, and a call chereunto ; fuch as Patience, Submitllion to # Cc 
God , Faith in his Promiſes , &c. If need be , ye are in heawvineſs | go 
1 Pet. 1.7, through manifold tribulations, that the trial of your faith, being much | So 
more precious than that of gold which periſhath though ut be tried with || {tr 
fire, might be ſound unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the appear- | ap 
ng of Fe/ns Chriſt. That is, either that you may be praiſed, and J his 
honoured, and gloritied, as having given ſuch evident proofs of 
the Sincerity of your Faich under very trying Providences ; or | ons 
128 elſe, that Chri# in that day may be glorified, when your ſo no- | Tt 
2M ble Behaviour ſhall be diſplayed in the view of all che World, } a | 
. as the Fruit of his Death and Grace ; and men ſhall ſee what | /eh 
excellent perſons his Followers have ſhown themſelves to be, # dr: 
through his ſtrengthening of them, which will reflet an Ho- Þ an: 
| nour upon him , as well as upon them. The Skill of the Arti- 3 pro 
"If ficer, and the Beauty of the Veſſel will be both admired together. } wr 
| 4. In the diligent improving of every Talent for hs Service, Life; || it. 
Health, Strength, Reputation, Intereſt, Power, Authority, &c. | pat 
Theſe are Talents which he hath committed to our Charge ; | the 
. and when he comes, he will ſtritly enquire what uſe we have | it, 
made of them. And we know what became of the Unprofita- | cot 
ble Servant : Thoſe Feet which carried him to the place where ; 
he buried his Lord's Money, inſtead of walking with it to the | ind 
Exchangers ; and thoſe Hands which were employed in conceal- | try 
ing of it inſtzad of trading with it, were bound; and for hiding - 
it in the Earth, he himſelf was caſt into Hell. What then will | pal 
be the caſe of him who abu/erh many of them, contrary to the || the 
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intent for which they were given? be 
Heb. 10, F- Ib perſeverance in Faith and Holmeſs to the laſt, For if we draw | ſer) 
38. back, his Soul will have no Pleaſure in us, And how then ſhall we. J riot 


be able to. look him in the Face ? Deſerters are wont to be more | to | 
ſeverely treated than thoſe who were always open and profeſſed: F our 
q | Enemies. A ſenſe of this hath come with ſo great a weigbr on | is ft 
1 | | fome Backſliders in Judgment and Practice, as to break their Spi- | our 
rits, and fink them down into the Depths of Deſpair in the _ fuc] 

" O0 . 
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of their Days. Their awaken'd Conſciences havelaſht chem wich 
Whips of Steel, and wich fiery Scorpions, And therefore, Lit 
tle children, abide in him, that 7vhen he fhall appear, we may name 
cer:fdence, and rot be aſhamed before him ar his coming. If Chriſt 
when he was a Friſcxer, by one Look did fo daſh Percy out of 
Countenance, when in Words he diſfowned him, as to make him 
go forth immediately and weep bitterly; what overwhelming- 
Sorrow and Confuſion will his Majeſtick and angry Countenance 
ſtrike all thoſe into, who deny him in their Works, when he ſhall 
appear in all the Solemnity of a Publick 7adge, in the Glory of 
his Father, ſurrounded with all his holy Angels! 

6. In a great weanedneſs from this World , and-bawving our Aﬀecti- 
ons ſtrongly {et upon Heavenly things, Our Saviour Og Warns us, 


{ That too deep a concern about earthly matters, expoſes men rg 
$ a fatal Surprize by this great day. Take heed ( ſaich hg).to your Luk 21.24 


ſelves, leſt at any time your hearts be over-charged with ſurfeiting and 
drunkenneſs, and the cares of this life, and ſo that day come upon you 
unawares, How bitter are the Thoughts, and much more the Ap- 
proaches of Death to him whoſe Afﬀections cleave ſtrongly co this 
wretched World ! Violence mult be uſed to ſeparate him from 
it. But he who ſits looſe to all things here below, is eaſily 
parted from them : Like the Beams of Light, which gently couch 
the Earth, but not being zzed to it, are eaſily withdrawn from 


it, as ſoon as ever the Sun begins to ſet, and the Evening to }. 


COMme on. 


7. In getting our Evidences for Heaven bright and clear. Abraham Heb, j1.g. 


indeed, at the call of God, readily departs from his own Coun- 


try into a Foreign Land, not knowing whither he went. But *tis 
impoſſible any one ſhould be willing to leave this World and 
paſs into the other, if he be at a great loſs in his own mind whi-. 
ther he is going, to Heaven or Hell, and which of theſe ewo muſt 
be his everlaſting Habitation. Where Eternal Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery is the Doubt, ir-muſt needs be a very uneaſy thing to a ſe- 
rious Perſon (and men are generally ſo in their laſt minutes ) 
to be toſt up and down between Hopes and Fears. But when 
our Title to that bleſſed Inheritance is clear, and our Aſſurance 
is ftrong, we may chearfully lay down our Bodies and reſfign'up- - 
our Souls. No man can live with half that Comfort and Joy as: 


fuch a man may dye withal, | 
8. Is 
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8. :1n watching, waiting, and expetting Death and Judgment eve- 
+45 day: not fancying that certainly we ſball dye 5 but thinking 
within our ſelves, that for ought we know we may dye every 
day. -Frequently ſeaſoning-our Hearts with ſuch ſerious Refle- 
tions as theſe, will be like adaily watering the Tree at the roots, 
which makes the Sap to riſe and ſhoot up into every Branch , 
it will quicken us to the performance of all the forementioned 
particulars; and have the ſame . good Influence upon us, as the 
expecting that Thieves may come every Night, which makes us 
careful-to provide for our own Defence. . 

9. In well ſettling your worldly Eſtates. Do this in the time of 
Health, that, it may be your laſt Will; yours, and not rhe Will of 
thoſe that are about you, who otherwiſe may be practiſing upon 


$ou when you are ſick and weak in Body and Mind too. The 


! kmegledting,or the not-doing this to their own full Satisfaction, 


.always ready for them. And, 


has cauſed very great uneaſineſs of mind in many, when they 
have been ſuddenly wichin the near Views of Death. We need 
not to have theſe worldly matters to diſtra&t and diſcompoſe us, 
when we have much weightier Aﬀairs, enough to take up all the 
little remainder of our Time, and -our moſt ſerious Thoughts. 
For, | 
Laſtly, If our Heads be clear, and we have leiſure, we muſt 
riouſly review the State of our own Souls, Otherwiſe it will be 
25 improper for us ſo to do, as it would for a man that is to make 
a Map of any Country, to pretend to ſurvey it in a foggy day. 


-In this.caſe we muſt live upon,and draw Comfort from the former 


Trials of our (ebues.We muſt alſo renew our Repentance for all thoſe parti- 


-cular Sins we can remember,and our Faith in the Blood of Chriſt 


for the pardon of them ; and again commit and give up our Souls 
to him; recalling'to our minds ſome of the Promiſes of God , 
that-arxe moſt ſuitable to-our preſent condition ; ſpeaking ſome- 
what, -if 'we are able, the bebalf of God, and Chriſt, and ſeri- 
ons Holineſs, that may be of uſe to thoſe that we ſhall leave be- 
hind us; lifting up our Hearts to the heavenly Glory, and commending 
our departing Spirits into the hand of God and Chriſt. 


JH. Gerers!. T'come-to ſhew you wherein the force of this: 
| Argument lies, from he ſuddenneſs of Death and Tudgment , to be 


1. Death 
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1. Death and Tudgment will yt ſtay beyond the appointed time, till 
we pet ready, Thy Days are numbred, thy Glaſs has been- 
rurned' up , and running for ſome time ; there are, it may be, 


but a few Sands more, how few God only can tell; and when 


they are run out; ready or unready all is one, away thou muſt; 
Now God gives thee Time, improve it, that the long-/nffering of 


God may be Salvation to thee. Bur if thou trifle it away now, . 


when the Decree is gone forth to cut down the barren Tree, ir 
ſhall not -ſtand'a moment longer. Many a Time haft thou-beerr 
ſick,and the conſciouſneſs of thy having made little or no Proviſion 
for Eternity, has made thee cry our in the bitterneſs of thy Soul, 
O ſpare me a little longer! God has been merciful to thee once 


and again ;- but the time is a coming, when: he will be fo no more: . 


How many haſt thou known of: thy ſinful Companions, who- 


have cried as loudly as thou canſt do, Yet a little more time ! But 


God would not vouchſafe it, but they have been hurried away 
to Judgment before they have made up their Accounts: 


2. Little or nothing is to be done to- get ready upon a ſudden Surprize 


by Death, Thou may'ſt be ſtruck dead in a moment. Thy 
Diſeaſe may lye in thy Head , may fo diſtra& and-cloud thy- 
Brain-, that. as one: well ſaith , if the meer ſaying, Lord have 


mercy upon me, would fave thy Soul (as it will not) yet thou. 


ſhalt not be able to utter fo ſhort a Petition. Bute ſappoſe thow 
haſt a litele /omger warning , how unlikely is it thou-ſhouldeft 
get thy Soul into a- meet poſture : for Death and Judgment, if 
then it be to begin? When thou haſt ſpent Forty or- Fifty 
Years in Wickedneſfs, is a few Hours time ſufficient to make thy. 
Peace with God for ſuch a multitude of Provocations, or pro- 
cure the Change of thy Heart and Nature, ſo any eco in 


Sin ? | Soul and Body, by Phyſick and Pains are miſerably indif- 


poſed for ſo ſerious a matter; and there is little hopes, that-the 
Grace of God, which thou haſt ſo long reſiſted, ſhould then con- 


vert thee in a moment. It may be thy Ignorance - will be fo + 
great, that having a clear ſight of thy manifold and crying Sins; . 


and little or no knowledge - of a Saviour , thou wilt be at thy 
Wits-end', not knowing what to do.. It may be God's: Spirit 


be | will wirhdraw, and leave thee to the hardneſs of thy own Heart; - 


and then-thou wilt remain: ſtupid. as - a- Block; . Or ele the 


Thoughts: 
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Thoughts of ſo many Sins, of the Terrors of God, the near 


- Approaches of Death and Judgment, and amazing Fears of 


Hell, will caſt thee into terrible Pangs and Agonies of Con- 
ſcience, and overwhelm thee with a total Deſpair. Some ſuch 
I have known, who upon their Sick and Death-Beds have cried 
out, Undone, eternally undone, there is no Hepe, no Mercy tor us ; 
there remaineth nothing but @ certain fearſul looking for of fmdgment 
and fury Indignation from the Lord to conſume us : Who have here- 
upon bowled like a Bcaſt , and roared out like a damned Soul'; me- 
thinks I hear the dolefu! Sound continually in my Ears, and I 
hope I ſhall never totally forget it. 45 

But for the preſent, let us ſuppoſe the beft ; Provided thou 
ſhouldeſt prove @ true Fenitent { which is very unlikely ) yet, 
without a Divine Revelation thou wilt not be able to know it. 
Many have been affrighted by Sickneſs into ſeemingly very ſeri- 
ous Purpoſes, and have been taken for ſincere Converts ; but 
when they have recovered, have returned again, like the Dog 
to his Vomit, and the Sow that has been waſhed to her wallow- 
ing in the mire. It may be this has been rhy own c:ſe, a Fir of 
Sickneſs made a great change in thy Countenance, but a greater 
in Thowghrs. But with thy Health thou haſt recovered thy ancient 
Looks, and returned to thy O/d Sins again ; and all thy good Re- 
ſolutions have vaniſht away like the V/iens of rhe Night when a 
man awakes, or the Dew of the Morning when the Sun is riſen. 
The Pangs thou haſt undergone have not been like thoſe of a 
Woman in Travel, which end in the Birth of a living Child ; 
but like the racking and tormenting Pains of the Geur or Stone, 
which wear off, but no good comes of them. And who can 
allure thee that ſpecial Grace hath now fixed and eſtabliſhed thy 


Heart, which hath fo often ſtarted alide like a deceitful Bow ? I 


So that thou wilt unavoidably dye in a dreadful Cloud, and paſs 
by the very Gates, and within a near View of the Flames of 
Hell, even though thou ſhouldeſt be received into Heaven. 

3« It will greatly torment chee, if Sickneſs ſhould find thee unready. 
Oh how wilt thou befool and condemn thy ſelf, and ſay, How 


often was I put in mind of fuch an Hour as this? How often. 


have I been called upon to prepare my Svui for it? How often 
did I purpoſe to do it ? I was even ready to yield ſometimes, but 
Mill 1 deferred it ill a more convenient Seaſon (as 1 called - Y 

uch 
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ſuch a Fool was I, and ſolike a Bealt have I carried ie! Surely I | 


had not the Underſtanding of a man within me. 

4. Great is the Happineſs of thoſe ho are ready for a ſudden Death. 
Nothing can make them miſerable; they walk in the Light-of 
God's Countenance, Peace of Conſcience, Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, and a daily delightful Communion with God ; a thing 
ſo raviſhing, that as that Nobleman ſaid, when in bis low con- 
dition he was tempted with the offer of a Bag of Gold to return 
to Popery, Their Money periſh with them that would not prefer one 
Hours Communion with God before all the Silver and Goll in this 
World. They drink abundantly of that ſweet Wine, which hath 
a far more delicious reliſh and taſte than all the Pleaſures of this 
World, were the Spirits of them all extrated and mingled to- 
gether in one Draught. 

And as they do not live, fo neither do they dye at the com- 
mon rate of other men. Much of cheir Maſter's Foy comes 
down into them , before they are received up into it; they dye 
ſmiling, yea go away ut Triumph igto that bleſſed-Place where 
Delight and Praiſe ſhall be their everlaſting Work and Employ- 
ment. 

5. AndLaſtly. The Conſequences will be wery dreadfal, if thou art 
not ready, If thou haſt not the habitual ind fundamental readineſs, 
that is, if thou art not juſtified and fandtified, thou art loſt for 
ever. And except theſe men's Conſciencesare ſeared, if a Cloud 
be but gathering , if ſome threatning Sickneſs do bur hover over 
them, 1t caſts them into a mighty Confuſion : But if ic actually 
ſeize them, they are in the ſame condition with Belſhazzar, when 
he ſaw the Fingers of a man's hand writing he knew not what; tho? 
he could not read nor underſtand the myſtical Character , yet 
his guilty Conſcience conc'uded it was a Sentence of Death and 


Wrath ; whereupon his Thoughts troubled him, and his Knees [mote 


one againſt another ; and his Countenance changed white as that Wall 
on which the Hand-writing appeared : And he could not be more 
in haſte for his Wiſe-men, than hey are for the Phyſician, to 
tell them what their Fare is like to be. 

And though thou haſt the Fundamental, yet if thou haſt not 


| the aFual readineſs for Death too, thou wilt be full of Fears and 


inward diſtreſs of-Soul, dye very uncomfortably, and go away 
trembling into the other world. 


E IV. And 
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| IV. And Laftly. The Application. | 


'*I. Learn hence the Reaſon of Holy Men's ftriftneſs in Religion. 
They dare not follow a multicude to do wickedly, nor aflume 
to themſelves ſo great a latitude in pracice as their Neighbours, 
They think, and therefore they walk otherwiſe than the reſt of 
mankind do., They take heed to their Feet, becauſe they don't 
know but the next ſtep they make may be into the other World. 
They have impreſſed upon their Minds a deep ſenſe of choſe 
Words. of -our Saviour, Behold I come as a Thief : Bleſſed is he that 
watcherh and keepeth bjs garments, leſt he walk naked, and they ſee 
bis ſhame. 

# How ſad is it, that ſo few are, or take any care to get them- 
ſelves ready? There is not a plainer inſtance of the deplorable 
Corruption and Folly of human Nature than this , That we 
ſtand-in need of Divine Inſtruction by a powerful hand pradti- 
cally to know this common and obvious thing, how frail we are. 

had pronounced that Severe Senterice againſt the 7/raelites, 
That that whole Generation ſhould: die in the Wilderneſs with- 
in leſs than forty Years. And conſequently in ſo vaſt a bo- 
dy of men, who were all of them to drop in ſo ſhort a compaſs 
of Time, they could not chuſe but have daily Spectacles of 
Morality before their Eyes 3 and yet Moſes was jealous that not 
a man among them would duly apprehend fo plain a thing with- 
out Help from Heaven ; He therefore digeſts his own ſerious 
Thoughts on this Point into a ſolemn Prayer, for the uſe of the 
Tjraelites ; that ſo he might lead the People in their Devotions, as 
well as in their Wars and Fourneyivg: through the Wilderneſs. 
Yea, tho' he was fo eminent a Saint, and fo well skilled in al 
tbe Learning of the Beypriancs of which Arichmerick was one part 
yet he faw a neceflity of Divine Grace for himſelf too, that he 
. might be able to reckon aright in this matter; which therefore he 
prays for ia his own behalf as well as theirs, So teach us to num= 
ber our dajs, that we may apply our bearts to wi; dom. 

But the Folly of the generality of Mankind as to this 
point, is fo very manifett, that we have roo much cauſe to 
take up Meoſes's Complaint, That rhe Lord hath not given them a 
heart to purcerve , and eyes to ſee, and ears to hear unto this day 3 
which is a plain argument that he hath not been. ſeriouſly ap- 
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pliedunto, nor his Inſtru&ions obediently complied withal. Our 


and Prepared, the Fooliſh and Unready Virgins, to be equal, five 
of the one, and five of the other : But ſurely in our days theres 
2 vaſt diſproportion between theſe two ſorts of perſons. 
3. Are youready for Death and Fudgment, yea or no? Would not 
an immediate Summons to appear before the Bar of Chriſt, pur 
you into as much Diſorder and Confuſion, as a fleepy and care- 
leſs Army , by the ſound of their Enemies warlike Inſtruments 
in the dead of the Night ? 
4. Will you make it the great buſineſs of your Lives , from this 
trme forward, to prepare for this day ; that you may not be ſur- 
prized by ic? To do this, is the Wiſdom of a//: But it would 
be a moſt unaccountable Folly in /ome men , if it ſhould beneg- 
le&ed by them. Ex. Gr. 
Thoſe who have weak and crazy Bodies}, and are frequently 
alarm'd by Sickneſs. If the Roof of the Houſe be fallen, and 
the Floor be rotten, and ſeveral pieces of the Wall broken down, 
and the, ragged Remains are viſibly bowing and rottering every 
day, *ris evident to our very Senſes it cannot ſtand long. | 
Thoſe who are o/d, whoſe grey Hairs make *em look like Ears 
of Corn which are white and ripe for tha,Harveſt. 
Thoſe who are the Watchmen of 1/rael , and whoſe buſineſs it = 
is to awaken others; how inexcuſable would they be, if they jg. 1... 
fall afſeep themſelves ? Several of our Ord + of late have been ,p, 
ſtruck in the Pulpit, and tho' they have languiſht ſome days, ne- (both rhe 
ver recovered the fatal Blow they there received. , They have Brothers.) 
been like a Taper, which while 'tis burning and ming in the _ 
Candleſtick, on a ſudden drops down into the Socket, where it ,F comm. 
lies for a little time , ſhooting up-its wavering and trembling +, 
Light, which is immediarely ſucke back again , and extinguiſht Mr- & 
in a few moments. That you may not be ſ{urprized by this laſt 9% 
Enemy, 
I. Geakardes your Faith about the coming of Chriſt, and be 
much in conſideration of it, and the ſuddenneſs of it too. 
2. Be often puttmg Queſtions to your ſelves, in a very ſerions 
atiner; Am I ready indeed 2 What if I ſhould dye before to 
morrow comes? O my Soul, art thou in ſuch a Poſture as thou 
art willing to be found in, when Chriſt ſhall appear. 
& 2 3. Shame 
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3. Shame your ſelves by conſidering what care you uſe to. be rea” 
dy, and prevert a Surprize, in matters of a lower nature. 

4- Reflet upon your ſelves, What Thoughts you had the laft time 
you were Sick, and knew that you were unready , and were imwardly 
tormented in your minds at the Thoughts thereof. 

Laftly , Improve the ſudden Death of others to this end. This 
is the Voice of that Providence, that ſo haſtily removed 
your late excellent Paſtor, Mr. Nathanael Vincent. I need not to 
tell you, How on Twe/dey was ſevennight he was ſuddenly ta- 
ken il! in the Morning, and had leiſure only to ſay, I find I am 
a dying; Lord, Lord, Lord, hawe mercy on my Family and Congrega- 
tion. SO near did you his People lye to his Heart, even in his 
laſt Moments. Herein he reſembled his and our common Lord, 
who bawing loved bis ewn, loved them even to the end. 


He was the Son of a Godly Miniſter, Mr. Fohn Vincent ; and 


a living-Confutation of that Scandal, that the Children of the 
Prophets do more commonly than others prove Sons of Belial : 
As alſo was his late Brother, Mr. Thomay, Vincent , a Miniſter of 
eminent Uſefulneſs in Landon while he lived, eſpecially in the 
time of the dreadful Plague, and whoſe Memory is ſtill deſer- 
vedly very dear and precious to thoſe that knew him ; like a 
Roſe which adorns the Garden, and perfumes the Air while *tis 
growing on the Tree, and hath a fragrant ſmell too a long time 
after it 15 gathered and dead. For he was a ſerious , bumble, godly 
man , of ſober Principles , and great Zeal and Diligence ; as the In- 
comparable Mr. Baxter doth truly deſcribe him. 

He was of ſuch pregnant Parts, and fo ſtrong a Memory, 


| that by the ony of that, when he was but Seven years Old, 


he was wont, for the eaſe of his tired Father, to repeat his Ser- 


mons in the Family in the Evenings of the Lord's Day. He + 


was admitted as a Member of the Famous Univerſity of Oxfcrd 
about the Elwenth Year of his Age, and went out Maſter of 
Arts about Eighteen ; Preached publickly as a Le&urer at Pulborow 
in Suſſex before Twenty ; and at the Age of One and Twaty 
-- — "god and fixed as Rector of Langly-Marſh in Bucking- 
bamſhire. 

Aﬀeer his Eje ment , and a few years ſpent in a private Family, 
he came to this City the year after the Fire, and quickly fettled 
among you in this Place. And this being the moſt publick 
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Sphere wherein he moved , let us briefly conſider him as a Mint- 
ſter,and as a Chriſtian ( for I ſhall notdraw him at his ſwll length ): 
1. As a Miniſter. He: had a good ſhare of Learning , and 
other Miniſterial Abilities ;- which he was daily improving by 
t diligence in his Study, as wiſely conſidering , he that 
| ar on the main ſtock, how large ſoever that may be, and 
x Am not endeavour to lay more in, will quickly come to Poverty. 
He had a great Zeal againſt bold Intruders into the Work of the 
Miniſtry, And I hope you that are his People will herein re- 
ſemble him ; turn away from thoſe Men, and do not ſo much as 
vouchſafe them the Hearing. Theſe Yermin begin to ſwarm among 
us, and diſturb us by their hideousNoiſe, not in Corners or Cham- 
bers, but in our very Pulpits; and are like to prove an Egyptian 
Plague to us: If theſe Illiterate Antinomian Uſurpers are not 
ſpeedily and effetually diſcountenanced by Miniſters ms People 
too , they who are already the Bl:zmiſh of Nevconformity , will 
quickly prove the total Ruin of it. 


ſpel-Miniſtec ; he gave himſelf much to Meditation and Prajer 
to his laſt, that he might work things upon his own Soul, and 
thence more effe&ually convey them to yours. If Divine Truths 
are firſt Engraven on our Hearts, then are we moſt likely to 


had been ſorely exerciſed and diſtreſſed by it in his Younger 
days ; though from that time Sara» left him, andnolefted him no 
more in that manner. 

He had a »atural Ferwercy of ſpirit , which made: him ſome- 


Experience did corrc# in ſome matters, making him more Calm 
and Moderate towards our Brerbren who. differ from us in things 
that lie remote enough from the Foundation, 

He had a marvellous Readinef and Quicknef in Anſwering any 
difficult Queſtions,. as ſoon as. ever - they- were Propounded to 
him. His Notions were faf# /ocked up in a faichful Memory, 
but yet the door did prefently fy oper: at the firf knack, for as that 
he could eaſily bring them forch at pleaſure. | 
But che Gift of Preaching, that moſt eſſential and uſeful Part 


had - Blefſed and Honoured .him. He. opened. and applied the 
great 


gn 


He had Luther's Three Qualifications to make a Man a Go- 


Print them on thoſe of our Hearers. And as for Temptation, he © 


what vehement in every thing that he eſpouſed ; which Time and - 


of a Miniſter's Work, was that peculiar Talent wherewith God - 
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| had a deep ſenſe upon his own Heart of the great Ends of the 


Many were the Seals of his Miniſtry ; of :bis and :hat man it may 


great Truths of the Goſpel, with that mixture of Plainneſs and | 
Majeſty, with that meaſure of Life and Power, that ſhowed he 


Miniſtry, the Glory of. God, and the Salvation of $6uls. His 
Delivery and Carriage were Graceful; his Speech Sound, ſuch ;as 
could rot be Condemned ; his Sermons Warm and Serious, ſuch as 
commanded Attention, raiſed Aﬀecion, and ſtruck an Awe in- 
to the Conſciences of thoſe who heard them. And no wonder 
then he had ſo general an Acceptance, and ſo eminent Succeſs. 


be eruly ſaid, That they were born here. J 
2. Conſider him as 4 Chriſtian. He has been noted for this, 
that he was very ready upon all occaſions to ſtart fome holy and 4 
ferious Diſcourſe; a thing that is grown almoſt our of faſhion 
among the Profeſſors of this Age. When we meet together, 
we talk of News, of worldly Affairs, it may be of the Sins and}, 
Miſcarriages of our Brethren ; we. can ſpend whole Hours toge-f c 
ther, and hardly drop one word, wf God, or Chriſt, or x 
Heaven, all the while. But hardly any Company could he of 
came into, but he was like an open Box of precious Oinement, 
he would leave ſome ſweet Perfume, ſome Heavenly Diſcourſe}© 
behind him. 


His Compaſlion to the Poor was great, to whom he gave ” 
Alms, and Holy Advice at the ſame time ; and was very liberalſ; 
in both, doing Good at once to Body and Soul too. . 4 


He was a Cloſe Walker with God, and found the fruit of it, 
by enjoying a conſtant, ſettled , calm Affurance of the Divine jd 
Love, for many years together ; which paſs'd the tri2/, and ſtood 
firm and unſhaken, ſeveral times, when he verily thought him-PÞ 
ſelf to be near his End. When his neareft Relation expreſ#dÞ** 
her great Sorrow at the Apprehenſions of his Death, in a for- 
mer Sickneſs, he replied, Why weep you for me, who am going to: 
the Eternal Inheritance? And then brake forth” into a large and 
ſerious Diſcourſe of the Joys of the Saints above. | & 

He had frequent Alarms by the Providence of God, and hadF| 
a deep ſenſe of his own Mortality thereupon, He ſaid to a Friend 
a few days ſince, I do nor expect to live 1:18 , but I bleſs God I am 
ready. Any one that would ſee his very Heart and Soul , le 
him read che Introduction to thoſe uſeftl Sermons of his about, 
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bw the benefit of Afittion, Preached and Printed 6n the occafion of 
5 ig his having bcen twice feized with a Death-threatning Cala- 
. | mity. ; 
His 


i. His Patience and Reſignation under Afiitions, and ſharp and 
9s ſevere pains, was very remarkable. When, upon that occaſion, 
cn BY a near Relation exprefled too much of concernednefs , as he 
'C 1N-I chought , for him ; His Anſwer was, Submiſſion, Submiſſion beſt 
C becomes Creatures, And it was a frequent ſaying wich him, Tam 
ccels. rope bands of my gracious God and Father , who beſt ſees what is beſt 
| or me. | | 
h This-was. the Man, this was the Miniſter , this was the Chri- 
m5 J fia, whom you have loſt. They who ſaw his Face here fo of- 
ion | and with fo much delight , ſhall never fee it more in this 
ot] place. They who heard the Voice of this Charming Preacher 
with ſo much content, ſhall never hear it more. He tha!l watch 
over, exhort , rebuke , gnide, direkt, comfort you ng more. 
gSceing he is gone whence he ſhall not return, and can give you 
> {no more Advice ; ſuffer the to do it. And I ſhall ſpeak a few 
things to vou as a Society , and I hope my Counſel will be ac- 
ur} <prable ro you. 
"| 7. Be not-z0 hafty in filling up the Breach which God has 
made upon you ; and yet be not ro dilator; neither. 

% ” £4 out a-man,that comes as near as may be to your decea/ed Paſtor, 
i* DoBtrine, Diſcipline, and Miniſterial Gifts ; a better Pattern I can- 
not propound to you. And though this be no very eafy, matter, 
yet I do not totally deſpair but ſuch a one may in time be 
Bund out ; eſpecially if . the United Miniſters in and about this 
Cicy, be applied unto, as I think rey ought ro be upon ſuch an Oc- 
eſa, | | 
3. Till this be done, be very careſul whom you admit into the Pub. 
> ol pf Tis not fit that every private Brother ſhould aſſume the liberty 
'> of thrufting up whom he has a mind unto. Nothing ſhould be 
done of this. nature , without the concurring conſent of thoſe 
who have had fome ſhare in - the 9mangying the Affairs of this 
Society. And if this Rule be neglected, it opens a, wide 
Gap for Breaches and Diviſions, for Confuſion and every Evil 

work. | 

4. 4. Let the Lord's Supper be kept up at its uſual and ſtated times. 


1 The Neighbouring. Paſtors lawfully may adminiſter it to "od 


, o " 
Pe F [> 4 1 20.4 _ xt NE W415; - 
es 9) i AR ogg gy, 3 I0@ B ; $45" 58 CE ST IOE 
-* "* fl ® FF; - £ 4 7 AERID. OS 
D - nx _— V d 7 bg 7 b of 1 * : . 


Ld 
4. 
©. ard oh 


-_- 


* © and I doubr not but. chey will at your requeſt. -- This will -keep 
your Members from ſcattering, who eſe will be realy» torun inte 
other Folds, and may be tempted from an Occaſional, to fix in:a 
Stated Communion : And hereby no opportunicy will be given to 
any of thoſe People, who whether by Commiſſion from others,or nc 
I lit not to enquire, are turned_Provateers, endeavouring to pick 
up any Rich Veſlel that is ſeparated from the reſt of the 

et. | 
F. . Let not ary of the Members of this Society, take this opportunit 
of leaving it. I know what the Plea of ſome will be, The: re 
moteneſs of their Dwellings. - But ſurely: though your Paſfer 
be, yet your Houſes I ſuppoſe are not removed , but ſtand Rill 
in the ſame place they did, and are altogether as near as former: 
ly they were. But, whatever you may do bereafter , don't drop 
off now-; ſtay till a Succeflor be choſen , and the Sociery 
well fixed under him ; the pulling out of one or two Pins at 
fach a me as this is, ma ſhake and endanger the whole Build- 

If there be a necellity, ay Ogre , Or will be gone 

be not in haſte ; wait but p- one year, till things are [aki : 
then you may ſlide off withoue much Oble 

cr. 
n 6. And Laſtly , Break not into Parties and Faftions : Bewar 
of hard Speeches , unjuſt Surmiſes, fore? Heart-burnings "et, 2: 
fries one_ of another. Beware. of private Cabals , and of deing 
prafticed upon by any without Doors , who may have little ane 
_-wicked Def s upon you, for the tearing and dividing you. i 

and ſending a Fireſhip in among you, in order to th 

cattering-of you : And ſuch there are, who, while they are 
' a diſtance, and by the Colours that they hang out one wor 
.take for Friends , but ſhall.find them at laſt to; be: real -Ene 
mies. 


ervation or D 


I ſhall cloſe all with the words of the Apoſtle ; Remember hin 
'" that bad the Rule over you, that ſo often ſpake to you the wor 
of God ; whoſe Faith follow, ara the end of bis Converſath 


on. And conſider his End aright , fo that you may all fall i 
with Jhe Exhortation of our Saviour in my Text, To be alws 
ready ; For the Son of man my come upon you , as he did upos 


him, *» an hour when you think net. 


